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| MR. GRANIK: YOUTH WANTS TO KNOW--the penetrating, provo- 
cative questions of America's young people, created and produced by Theodore 
Granik. : 


Welcome to YOUTH WANTS TO KNOW. Our guestis Julius W. : 
Hobson, Chairman of ACT =-Action Community Team, former Chairman of 
‘ CORFE. Mr. Hobson has been a symbol of Negro militancy on our nation's 
capital in the past ten years. A recent landmark decision on de facto segre- 
gation in Northern schools, was the result of a suit by Mr. Hobson agains? the 
D. C. Board of Education. 


Let's begin our questioning by a panel of Anacostia High School 
students with you, Don. . 


QUESTION: Mr. Hobson, I'd like to know if integration is a forgotten 
goal for Negroes? 


MR. HOBSON: Well, as far as thoge of us who call ourselves 
militant, and particularly in the Black Power Movement, we think that the 
whole process of integration has failed. Now we are eoncerned more with 
quality education and aspects of that nature and raising the economic babes 
of the people rather than integration. 


QUESTION: If open housing has not gotten rid of the ghettoes, then 
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support any statement that open housing has or has not done anything about 
the ghettoes in terms of housing. 


QUESTION: Mr. Hobson, given the chance to institute a separate 
state for Negroes, would you go along with this ? 


MR. HOBSON: I haven't looked into any proposal for a separate state 
for Negroes. I haven't even entertained that. It is such a ridiculous proposal 
until I don't think it is worthy of consideration. 


QUESTION: Im other words, you don't believe in separation? 
MR, HOBSON: I don't believe in any kind of forced separation, no. © 


QUESTION: Do you see the Negroes in the cities and the white 
people concentrated in the suburbs? 


MR, HOBSON: It isn't a question of how I see it. It is a question of 
how it is. If you look at our center cities in the United States, and the changes . 
in population, you'll see Negroes are concentrated in the central city and whites 
are moving to the suburbs. The evidence shows that. 


QUESTION: You said you were in favor of bettering education. In 
the District of Columbia, the greatest handicap is the lack of adequate appro- 
priations. What has ACT done to help this ? 


MR, HOBSON: In the first place, your premise is wrong, so le«'s 
change the premise, The question im the District is not a question of adequate 
appropriations. It is a question of administration of the money that we ge!. We 
don't need to give people in the District more money to do more of what they have 
been doing. We argued in the Hobson versus Hansen case and supported il with 
evidence with people from the Budget that it is a question of administration. We 
don't know how much money it takes to run the schools in the District, anc there 
ig no evidence to support such a premise. 


MR. GRANIK: Deo you intend to follow-up that decision, Mr, Hobson? 


MR. HOBSON: Indeed we do intend to follow that decision up. 


MR, GRANIK: With further court action ? 


MR. HOBSON: With further court action, 
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MR. GRANIK: What would you do with court action? 


MR. HOBSON: Well, we feel that after the Board of Education 
has said to the Judge, which they are now saying, that we are implementing 
the Hobson v. Hansen case, that we are going to examine their proposals and 
see ifthey are. If they are, fine, if they are not, we intend to go back to 
- Court and point it out to the Judge. 


MR, GRANIK: Would it be in the form of an appeal? 


MR. HOBSON: In the form of an appeal to the Judge, which we nave 
the right to do as plaintifis. | 


QUESTION: Mr. Hobson, where do you get the money for the court 
cases? 


MR. HOBSON: Well, the money for the court cases comes from 
everywhere, primarily from borrowed money, which I borrowed, which other 
people borrowed. And a few dollars that we collect from the community. 


QUESTION: Mr. Hobson, exactly what is the goal of ACT? 


MR. HOBSON: The goal of ACT is the goal of every other or gani- 
zation, I hope to do something to better conditions of people who live in the 
United States, both black and white. 


QUESTION: Mr. Hobson, is a better welfare system the answer for 
the Negroes or is it more jobs? 


MR, HOBSON: Well, f think that there is no question about it, about 
the need for more jobs. i don't think you can do anything on welfare except stay 
on welfare. You can't goto school. You can't buy a home. You can't advance. 
So I’m not in favor of pushing welfare. I'm in favor of getting people into the 
mainstream of employment in American economic life. 


QUESTION: Recently it was said that the Civil Rights movement is 
dead, What is replacing it? 


MR. HOBSON: Well, [think the Civil Rights movement is deac, as 
we knew it from 1960 through 1965. It is being replaced, I think, by the Slack 
Power movement, which is a black consciousness movement and which ie now 
all over the United States. There's no question about that. 
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QUESTION: What is Black Power? 


MR. HOBSON: Well, Black Power is the aame as White Power. 
You own the banks, you.own the police force, you own everything, you own 
the community, and you wield that power. Black Power is the same. There 
ain't nothing mysterious about Black Power. 


QUESTION: Have you ever considered the concept of poor white 
power, emphasizing poor? , ; fae, 


MR, HOBSON; Have Il ever considered the concept of poor white 
power? Indeed Ihave. In fact, I made a trip down in Kentucky, and down into 
the boondocks about a year and a half ago to try to involve some of the white 

‘ poor With the black poor in the effort to raise our level of living, And I couldn't 
get over the question of race, 80 it failed. I think until the white poor become 
concerned, the black poor are going to carry the ball about injustice in America. 


QUESTION: Mr. Hobson, how many real Black Power leaders clo we 
have and what kind of job are they doing ? 


MR. HOBSON: Well, I don't know how many real Black Power leaders 
we have. lt depends upon~-every Black Power leader has a different com ept of 
Black Power, I think McKisick is a goodleader, I think Stokely Carmichael is 
a goodleader. I think there are some good local people, like C. Sumner ctone 
in Washington, D. C., who headS the Black Power Committee. 


QUESTION: Mr. Hobson, do you think that the only path for the fight 
for equal rights is through militancy and Black Power? 


MR, HOBSON: No, I don't think the only path for the fight for equal 
rights is through militancy and black power. Ithink that is the only one that is 
making the most noiee at this point. The rest of them have slowed down, stopped, 
and been ineffective. So let's try Black Power. 


QUESTION; Sir, can whites and Negroes achieve racial peace in this 
country ? 


MR. HOBSON: [I think if we can reach some kind of economic demo-= 
eracy and the young [ions --black lions in the streets who are talking abou’ Black 
Power can come from under, I think they can achieve it. Wf they don't do that, 
they are going to achieve chaos --equal chaos. 
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QUESTION: Should the white man fall out of the black leadership 
power, you know, membership, as Father Groppi whe are helping to lead the 
Black Power movement. Do you feel that white people should step down and 
have nothing to do with it ? 


MR. HOBSON: Well, fortunate y or unfortunately, we bave reached a 
point in tirne now where black organizations have to be led by black men. Father 
Sroppi's. efforts are admirable, and worthy of consideration, but he cannot lead 

a black or ganization. 


MR. GRANIK: Haven't the recent court decisions shown some action 
on the part of the courts to you, the very decision...» - 


MR, HOBSON: Well, I think the decision has shown some action. 
However, that is not the first decision. We got the Supreme Court Decision 
in 1954 ane many more decisions. It is a question of enforcement of the 
decisions, not a paper decision. 


MR, GRANIK; | implementation. 
MR, HOBSON: Right, implementation. 
QUESTION; Sir, are you an atheist ? 


MR. HOBSON; Am atheist? I don't think that is a question that need 
be answered here on this. I should say this--well, let me anewer that. Yes, I'm 
atheist . 


QUESTION: Well, if you are atheist, what prompts you to move for 
improvement in thie world? — 


MR, HOBSON: I don’t understand that question. And i don't care to 
deal with that. 


QUESTION: Have the riots in such cities as Detroit and Chicago & elped 
the Negro or bag it hurt them ? 


; MR, HOBSON: Well, from all the evidence I've been able to gather on 
Detroit, if you're talking about people pouring rooney inte the ghetto, there is some 
argument on ¢he vide that it bas helped, and called attention to the gituation. And 
there is argument on the other side. if you want my evaluation of it, I think that 

it has caused sorne concern and it might be helpful. 


QUESTION: Do you classify riots as psychological warfare? 
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MR. HOBSON; I don't classify them exactly as psychological warfare. 
It seems to me to be direct, unquestionable warfare. i think it is physical 
warfare. 


QUESTION: Black Power, such as H. Rap Brown and Stokely 
Carmichael, were once non violent. Why does the non violent advocate suddenly 
become militant ? 


| MR, HOBSON: A non violent advocate suddenly becomes militant 
because he sees that the whole concept of non violence is a futile concept which 
has moved and changed very little or nothing in this country. 


QUESTION: What does militancy accomplish ? 


MR, HOBSON: Well,.militancy accomplishes stuff like the Hobson v. 
Hansen school case, like the bankruptcy program, like the eighty-five picket lines 
downtown which I ran, and a number of things we've done in the District ak 
Columbia without qualification. Militancy accomplishes quite a bit » 


QUESTION: What is the bankruptcy act? 


MR. HOBSON: The bankruptcy pro gram which ['m proposing im the 
District of Columbia is a program to get the poor to discharge their debts 
through the Bankruptcy Law, which was designed in the populous ‘period to 
help poor people, and to have a massa bankruptcy campaign to deal primarily 
with people who cheat in high interest and high carrying charges and cheat in 
taking. ooo : 


QUESTION: Couldn't this ruin our country financially ? 


MR, HOBSON: It darn sure could ruin the economy financially, unless 
the Congress passes some truth in lending, truth in legislation and truth in 
packaging bills. | 


QUESTION: Sir, would you prefer to have the poor people declare 
their bankruptcies even though it could hurt the economy, if they inherit an 
economy, if they become solvent, what good would it do them if the economy is 
unso und ? . 


MR, HOBSON; Well, let me say this. It doesn't make much sense 
to talk about s seund economy to a poor man who hasn't had breakfast or who is 
going to be evicted next week because hie rent is three months behind or whose 
children are hungry. Economic morality is not a discussion when a man 13 
hungry, particdarly if he is a black man in a country where he has been denied an 
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opportunity to earn an living. So 1 think the poor are justified in moving against 
this present economy with the bankruptcy. 


QUESTION: What are the views of the ghetto on the war in Vietnam? 


MR. HOBSON: Well, as far as I have been able to discern, the ghetto 
is not happy with the war in Vietnam, as most people --a lot of the people out of 
the ghetto are not happy with it. 


QUESTION: What does the war in Vietnam have te do with civil rights ? 


MR. HOBSON: Well, I think it is directly connected. Idon't think you 
can divorce the question of personal freedom at home and domestic policy from 
foreign policy. Ithink they are inter erelated, You've got black aml white boys 
over there dying, anc I think that ‘what we need to do is try to reach some kind of 
point that we can sit down and talk to people and stop killing everybody. !| think 
that any kind of war anywhere, where men are killing each other is bad. We 
could spend those resources to raise our educational levels, do something about 
hospitals, do something about housing, and all the social problems, crying for 
solution in the country, and we're spending a billion dollars a day in some land 
called Vietnam, which we just learned to pronounce yesterday. 


QUESTION: What effect has the Vietnam war had on the average Negro ? 


MR. HOBSON: Well, I don't know what effect it has had on the 
average Negro. I know that there is a disproportionate number of Negroes cying 
over there, something like 23% of the infantry, in Vietnam. And those same boys 
can come back to my home state in Alabama and Mississippi and not be able to go 
in the front door of a restaurant to get a sandwich, or are unable to vote or unable 
to run for the House of Representatives or the Senate in their state. And all 
intelligent Negroes see it in that light and in that perspective. 


QUESTION: According to Marxism, profit is created by the worker. 
Do you feel that since profit is created by the worker that the Negro should first 
achieve education and then strive to achieve other things ? 


MR. HOBSON: No. I think a man is born a citizen of a country, under 
the same flag, same Constitution. Nobody proposes that a white man be 
intelligent, achieve education, and all that before he can be a full citizen. You're 
born a citizen. A Negro doesn't need to do anything to be a citizen but stand up 
and breatHadike everybody else. 


QUESTION: We're not talking about educaation. oo. > 
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MR. HOBSON: Well, I'm talking about achievement. Anything in 
the country that anybody else has, we ought to have without qualification. 


QUESTION: Mr. Hobson, do you think that we'll ever have a repre = 
sentative from a Southern state, a Negro representative from a Southern State 
in the Senate or the House ? 


MR, HOBSON: Well, I guess in the long run, we might have such a 
representative. But as John Kane said, in the long run, we'll all be dead, so 
we want to do something about it to change it right now. 


QUESTION: Well , how long do you think this will take ? 


MR, HOBSON: I haven't the slightest idea. Without a revolution, it 
may be forever. 


QUESTION: Sir, will the Negroes support Johnson in 1968? 


MR. HOBSON: I’m not in a position to say anything about that. I 
don't know. 


QUESTION: Mr. Hobson, you mentioned that--i have read that ‘you 
are a Marxist-Socialist. If it were possible, would you erEsest turning over this 
capitalistic society to one of socialistic tendencies ? 


MR. HOBSON: I am indeed in favor of a society where natural 
resources and where basic industries are in control of the people. Now let oe 
give you an example of what I mean, Ten men on a board of governors of ¢ 
United States Steel Corporation can say tonight that we think we'll raise beet oe 


of steel $10 a ton, throw the whole economy in chaos, and the rest of us ave 
helpless, or they can contract or close down plants. I think there should be some 


controls. I’m for a mixed economy where you have some free enterprise, but 
where the basic industries, and where the welfare of the people are in the hands 
of the people and the hands of the povernment and not some ee aueeee 


individual engaged in selfieh and personal pain. 


QUESTION: Sir, but don't you think that this would, in fact, hurt the 
Negro because he has no incentive ? 


MR. HOBSON: I don't see how it would hurt the Negro. We're ees 
hurting. We don't own anything in this country. If we lose the United States 
Steel Corporation to the government, it won't hurt the Negroes. We soa own a 
thing. 
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QUESTION: But don't you think that you should--the Negro himself 
should have something to look forward to, maybe some day, 1984 or whatever, 
that we could go forward and own the Steel Corporation, own the oil, whatever ? 
Don't you think that one subscribing to these socialistic tendencies that you are 
taking away basic tenets that would cause the Negro to strive. If he has nothing 
to look forward to, why should he strive? 


MR. HOBSON: I see nothing in history to support the argument that 
people cannot strive under socialism, or that you need=-you can't have a ‘kind of 
mix. Let me give you an example of what I'm talking about. I'm talking about 
the Scandanavian countries. For example, Norway, Sweden and Denmark, and 
‘our neighbor Canada to the North, all have social welfare programs which exceed 
ours, Britain, the mother of capitalism, has nationalized coal, They have 
nationalized steel, and they have a national health proc? am > I'm taiking about 
the kind of social responsibility on the part of the government to help the peo ple 
and control of the country by the people. I see nothing wrong with that. i does 
nothing to destroy incentive. : ) 


QUESTION: There has been a proposal to insure everybody a basic 
income? What do you feel about this ? 


MR. HOBSON; Well, I think that we've got to insure people the right 
to Live and if the basic income is the way to do it, I say let's have the basic 
income. | 


QUESTION: Ms. Hobson, has the Civil Rights movement become 
Communist inspired ? 


MR, HOBSON: That's a ridiculous question. You don't have to2e 
Communist inspired. What inspired me in the movement was dead Negroes 

- murdered in Mississippi, Alabama and Tennessee, and the economic dete riora=- 
tion of black people in this country. That is a ridiculous question. Nobody in 
the movement cares or knows anything about any Communists. 


QUESTION: But Carmichael's visit to Cuba and North Vietnam ? 
MR. HOBSON: Well, so Carmichael visited Cuba and North VYictnam. 
That says nothing about Julius Hobson and a half a hundred other people im the 
Civil Rights movement. Maybe Carmichael is interested in Communism. I! 


don’t know. I think he has a right to be if he is. 


QUESTION: Does he speak for the Negro people ? 
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MR, HOBSON: Nobody speaks for the Negro any more than anybody 
speaks for the white man. We all speak about the problem. There is no such 
thing as anybody speaking for Negroes. 


QUESTION: Mr. Hobson, it has been suggested by two brother: , 
two revolutionaries, in Detroit, that the Negro have five siates in which we 
live. Ifthe Negro is given these five states, do you think that he would fac 
away like the Indian? 


MR. HOBSON: I don't get the sense of the question. I think that is 
rather ridiculous suggestion, if somebody did make it. Which five states are 
going to pive themselves to Negroes? 


QUESTION: Well, he suggested..... 
MR, HOBSON: I know nothing about this. 


QUESTION: Well, then what you really would like to see would be 
a fully integrated society wherein all people of all colors worked together ° 


MR. HOBSON: What I would like to see is a fully just society where 
everybody had a right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, inte grated 
or otherwise. | 


QUESTION: What does the Negro accomplish by burning down ‘slurs 
and burning down the places where he lives? After he has burned them duwn, he 
has nowhere to 80> . 


MR. HOBSON: I don’t know of any situation where the Negro h:.3 been 
— ning down alarne and places where he lives. If he burns down the slums and 
they build new housing, he'll accomplish new housing. 


QUESTION: Are there anti white feelings among the Negroes now? 
MR, HOBSON: Indeed there are anti white feelings among Negroes. 
If there were not, Negroes would have to be robots not to be anti white to « great 


extent. 


QUESTION: Do you find this more in the South than you do in the 
North, or has it changed ? 


MR. HOBSON: I think it is countrywide. I think you find a different 
kind of feeling in racism in the South than you do in the North, but it is al) over. 
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QUESTION: It is said that the white man is running from the Negro. 
Is it not true that the Negro is also running from the whites? 


MR. HOBSON: I don't know, but it may be a good idea to run from 
some of them with what they have done to us in Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia 
and Florida. 


QUESTION: Do you feel that this running--don"t you feel that instead 
of running, you should turn around and face the problem squarely and try to work 
with it? Imean, saying that somebody's grandparents did this, that and the other. 
Or even somebody today did it. That's not facing the problem. The problem is 
here now, and don't you feel that we, as youths, particularly Negro youths, should 
stand up to this problem, instead of saying, well, we hate you, and trying to hide 
our heads in the sand of hate? 


MR. HOBSON: Well, I don't think if you have read anything, if you 
are literate and if you're fully aware of what is going on in the country with all 
this ‘upheaval, Black Powe rand other wise, that anybody can say the Negro is 
not facing a fight. We're fighting like hell right now. We've been doing it since =< 
for as long as I can remember. | 


QUESTION: But what about these Black Power advocates who zdvocate 
hate the white man, hate--he has done this, he has robbed you of your identity, 
he has done this .to you. Don't you feel that this is not the solution? I mesn, how 
can this possibly be the solution if you say that you don't want us to be separate ? 
Well then what do you propose ? 


MR, HOBSON: I didn’t say that I don't want us to be separate, and I 
don't agree that the Black Power. people are teaching hate: You've been reading 
the newspapers. You better goto some Black Power meeting and find out what 
they are teaching. 


MR. GRANIK: Would you agree with what Jackie Robinson said on a 
recent YOUTH WANTS TO KNOW program, that violent militance accomp) shes 
nothing ? 


. MR. HOBSON; I'll agree that violence accomplishes very little ia the 
United States at this point in time. I'm, however, not against violence since we 
have been the victims of violence for as long as I can remember. 


QUESTION: Mr. Hobson, do you think that we should riot, if these 
riots, like you say, if we burned the neighborhoods in which we lived, and to get 
better housing, do you think that the riots over the summer have helped ? 
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MR. HOBSON; I don't think that rioting is a good idea for Negroes 
right now because we lose. As long as we lose, then the riot, I think, is bad. 


QUESTION: Do you think the press has adequately covered those 
riots or have they played them up too big ? 


MR. HOBSON: I don't know. I was not present at either riot 
area, solcan't say. I know the press usually distorts what goes ontoa great 
extent. They may or may not have. 


QUESTION; Mr. Hobson, you just said that you were not again st 
violence because we have--the Negroes have received violence. And then you 
say you're against riots. Well, what kind of violence would you advocate ? 


MR. HOBSON; I didn’t say § was against riots. I said Iwas against 
riots because we lose. 


QUESTION: Well, excuse me, what kind of riots would you be for ? 
MR, HOBSON: Ones that we win in. 


QUESTION: Well, going back to this anti white feeling. Is it 
prevalent mostly in cities and the ghettoes or in the farm areas? 


MR, HOBSON: Well, I think the anti white feeling among Negroes 
is prevalent all over the United States. I don’t think it can be assigned to any 
area. 


QUESTION: Will it continue growing? 


MR. HOBSON: Will it continue growing? If conditions continue and 
Negroes continue to be oppressed, it will continue growing. 


QUESTION: But couldn't you give the white persons a chance to 
redeem themselves ? 


MR. HOBSON: The white people have had a chance for 450 years to 
redeem themselves, since we were brought here in chains and slaveship, they've 
had a chance to redeem. They had a reconstruction period of redemption, You 
had plenty of time. 


QUESTION: Mr. Hobson, you said that you thought that the whites 
were running from the Negroes. Don't you think that also the higher class Negroes 
are running from the poorer Negroes? 
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MR..HOBSON: Yes, we've got some poor unfortunate black people 
who think they are high class who are running. 


QUESTION: Mr. Hobson, do you think that we can live without the 
whites? Or can the whites live without us ? 


MR. HOBSON: I don't think that Americans can live in America. 
without cooperating with each other, black and white. That is what we have 
been trying to say all the time. It has just reached the point now where it is 
intense. 


QUESTION: Do you feel that this situation that we have now with 
the races fighting against each other, do you feel that when it is over that we will 
accomplished anything? i mean, will then instead of being racial discrimination, 


will there be economic discrimination ? 


MR. HOBSON; I think that question is a very deep question and °t 
would require some answer. I think we have a system which breeds a form of 
discrimination. I think racism by definition in the United States is a rationali- 
zation for economic exploitation. ff we maintain this system, we have to save 
- a rationalization. When this is all over, af we maintain the system, I think we 
are going to have some other form of discrimination, maybe economic, maybe 
educational, or what have you. 


QUESTION: Mr. Hobson, do you think that we will have a civil war 2 


MR, HOBSON: Well, I'm not prepared to say whether we will have 
a civil war now or net. I don't know. 


QUESTION: Is there hope for improvement in race relationship ? 


MR. HOBSON: I'm not too worried about improvement in race 
relationships as {am about improvement in the conditions of poor black people 
‘in the United States, and poor white people. 


QUESTION: What is your solution to the Negro problem in cities ? 


MR, HOBSON: My solution to the problem is justice, enforcement of 
law, meaningful economic programs, not like Pride, Inc., in Washington, but 
some solid programs to deal with economic problems. 


QUESTION: To change the subject, is the United States equipped 
to fight both the war in Vietnam and the War on Poverty when they are not 
getting enough cooperation at home or otherwise ? 
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MR, HOBSON: They're getting enough cooperation at home, and 
they're equipped to do something about conditions of poor people in the country. 
If not, let them come on out of Vietnam bec’ ause they have no business there 


anyway. 


QUESTION: Do you feel that we should foresake our position in 
Vietnam ? ; 


MR. HOBSON: We have no poSition in Vietnam except intervene rs 
in another man’s civil war. We should get out of there on the double, come home 
and deal with our own problems. 


QUESTION: Do you feel then, Mr. Hobson, that we should take care 
of problems at home before we go outside into foreign countries? 


MR. HOBSON: There is wo question about it. 

QUESTION: Don't you feel that you should try to change the fee) ing 
of the Negro toward the white, that is, the anti white feeling, before you start 
making laws to change the white feeling toward the Negro? 

MR. HOBSON: No, the Negro did not impose these feelings. ‘/e're 
not trying to change anybody's feelings. We're trying to change conditions under 


which peopie live. We don’t care who hates whom. 


QUESTION: Don't you need to change their attitudes first befor: you 
get their cooperation? 


MR. HOBSON: No, we don't have time to worry about people's 
attitudes. It takes too long. 


QUESTION: Mr. Hobson, are you against Pri de, Inc. ? 


MR. HOBSON: No, I'm not against Pride, Inc., but I think it should 
be put in perspective as to what itis. tis not something that is going to clean 
up the gravity of the situation, the economic problem we've got in the District. 
it should be put in perspective and not billed as a solution to what we know to be 
a grave and deep problem. 


QUESTION: But what is your golution ? 


MR, HOBSON: Well, I think that what we've got to do is put people 
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into the mainstream of employment, stop job discrimination, and we're going 
to have to hurt the rich to help the poor. We can't do what we're trying to do 
to help the poor without disturbing the rich in the United States. We've got to 
revamp our institutions and make some basic changes which we have not spoken 
to in this country yet. | 

QUESTION: But can Congress do something about it? 

MR. HOBSON: Indeed it could, if it wanted to. 


QUESTION: To change the subject, would you accept a position on 
President Johnson's reorganization plan of the District? 


MR. HOBSON: I don't think that is a consideration, He has already 
reorganized the District. 


QUESTION: I mean, would you accept a position if offered? 

MR. HOBSON: Underconditions, no. 

QUESTION: Why? 

MR. HOBSON: Well, in the first place, i feel that uniess Ihave 2 
right to vote for my representatives, or unless the people have @ right to wote 
for me, I would be no more representative of the people in the District than the 
folks they have or the Commission right now. 

QUESTION: Do you feel that you would be an Uncle Tom? 

MR. HOBSON: No, I would not be an Uncle Tom, indeed not. 


QUESTION; Sir, if the school board was elected in the District of 


. Columbia, would you run for office? 


MR. HOBSON: Indeed I would. 


QUESTION: What would you do when you were elected to the School 
Board? 


MR, HOBSON: I would go in andtry to raise the quality of educa:ion 
in the District of Columbia, which Ii tried to de in the Hobson v. Hansen school 
case. 


QUESTION: How would you undertake that 7? 
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NR. HOBSON; I would undertake it by doing what I did, eliminating 
the track system, get a good Superintendent, equalize expenditures for pupils, 
redistribute books and supplies, see that ali schools have libraries, and deal 
with ali the factors which we dealt with in the Hobson v. Hansen case. 


QUESTION: “Yhy do you feel that the track system is..... 


MR, HOBSON: It isn't a question of how feel. It is what the sock 
show, The data show that 90% of the people in the track system in the District 
of Columbia were black, that they came from neighborhoods where the median 
family income was $3,000 or less, and they discriminated against the poor. 


QUESTION: Bet isn't that true becauge the District is populated... .. 


MR. HOBS ON: idon't care why itis tree. We're not worried »bout 
the population. We're worried about the fact that people are being discriminated 
against and hurt. 


QUESTION: Throwing out the track system, what are you goin» to 
substitute for it? 


MR. HOBSON: i'm not going to substitute anything. I hope that the 
expe rte will substitute a eystern which will give ail our boys and girls an 
equal chance or a good chance at a good education, which will enable thers not 
to just survive but thrive in the worid of 1967. 


QUESTION: i.r. Hobson, what do you plan to gain in this Hobson 
versus Hansen case > 


MR, HOBSON: I don’t plan to gain anything. I hope the children of 
the District of Columbia + will gain a better education. . 


QUESTION: tent if unfair to put less intelligent students im wich 
higher intelligent studenta and yet they cannot --wouldn't it give them same sort 
of complex to be placed with higher ability students and they can't compete ? 


hM:R, HOBSON: We put in evidence in court to show that the people 
whe were in the basic track indeed had complexes. ‘Ye had a dogen expe ris to 


come forward and testify..... 


Q I STION: What about the complexes. oo. « 


MR. HOBSON: Wait a minute, let me answer your question=-tes aes 
on eivnoen anna versus hetero geneous grouping. They are literature anc pape 
all over to be read on this. It isn't a question of how I feel or what you think or 
what our emotions are. Read the literaure. Look at the experts and look at 
the evidence. That's what you must de. 


, 


d 
_ — — 


.S 


i! bend pee ed 4 wil! eat as’ 2 
wreee) i. on . ; : 7 ia) sa 
pie) oe ne 204! Vink. Hetevage hea te 
aids Wir 455i, Feds 8d ho 
| PRBUy iFM fee ‘ 7 OA} ie? Shee Slap an 
‘ / \ a au 
i a : i ten? se Ge r 
i ; . 
rn Pa = i ! _ j 
; ; 0 Ga it? mi) 7 /. 1 wie ie j “SPs 
: MANE 8 Die Bra.) 8 rere | ee | . eel 
7 Sale am "4 Ni ei liye aA ey ‘ - ae <j 
; : ir o-, hic ) 
’ . < a 
Les ; = 4 : 
a ‘ al ; a Led] 1) (ne aa : a 7 is 
) ' 
ah tise, 1 , a _ on 
vo lata vans ‘Nn ate ant) 
i] 4 1 uy de n 7 
12> Minti tens 
=" mower. 
ar Liwelt G4 ap ) ’ eee anequs 
he | ~~ | 4 Ge Ua ge bate ay lame 
| on tats Sail ot 
Teh j 
cj seat tie few 
5 ‘ a 
r ~ ‘ : ’ fi] fas altel oa f 7 ait] wilt 
oe Tt ihmM; a) | 
nee!) @y | iu 
» i a aalt e ws bot 
Mg was 4 V4 : 
oY 6 
ys a pee ¥ At sds x4 
ij 
) } (4 '\% A 
ws =i eo * aw 
| Heh) TG Sieg Are 
ae il Ae i @ ii 
bine ve eel 


sits 


QUESTION: Would you please define heterogeneous grouping ? 


MR. HOBSON: Heterogeneous grouping is where you take people 
of all, I suppose, intellectual and achievement levels and put them in groups 
together in learning situations. That ie a broad unprofessional definition of 
heterogeneous tbe dead ; 


_ QUESTION: A while back you were Poin about being Uncle Tom. 
You have put tais label on several of the more moderate Civil Rights leaders. 


MR. HOBSON: I didn't put it onthem. They put it on themselves. 


QUESTION: Would you explain why they put this on themselves ? 
What eon butee them to be called thie ? 


MR., HOBSON: Well, I think any black man who moves at the 
expense of black people and whose profession ig being black, who gets a job 
because he is black, is really movin g at the expense of hig people, and he is 
an Uncle Tom. «If you can’t move on your own merit, then stay out of a job. 


QUESTION: Mr. Hobson, what are the parents doing to motivate 
the children to get them to want integrated schools ? 


MR. HOBSON: I don't know anything about what they are doing 
about integrated schools, but Iam 6ure that every parent thinks ae much of 
hie child as I do of mine, and they are trying to help him get a good education, 
or 28 much as your mother thinks of you. 


QUESTION: Do you think that parents think that they will geta . good 
education if they are put in with the lower class ? 


MR. HOBSON: I suepect they do. The parents in the Dicizic: of 
Columbia are rather slow to let anybody know what they think. 


QUESTION: Do you feel that there will be any significant improve- 
ment inthe D.C. schools as a result of the outcome of your case? 


MR. HOBSON: There is no question about it. There will be a 
Fewer in the schools before we're through. 


QUESTION: Will it be good? 


MR. HOBSON: It will be good. 
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‘grouping is hohe than a cutee etonde grouping. I have Be Saat Pead 
several pieces of literature that prove quite the contrary. And don’t you 
feel that as much data as you have for one side of the case, there is an 
equal amount of data for the other side of the ca ¥e? And if 9, then how 
can you be so sure that your position is completely correct ? 


MR, HOBSON: We fought the Hobson v. Hansen cage in court for 
a year and a half and our ey CePgel ad wae trying to present data to the contrary. 
We won the case. 


MR. GRANIK: I'm sorry I must interrupt. There are many more 
questions. There just isn’t time. Thank you, Mr. Hobson, for being our guest 
on YOUTH WANTS TO KNOW. Our thanks to you, panel, for your most in-= 
teresting questions, and to you, ladies and gentlemen for being with us, Please 
join us again next week on YOUTH WANTS TO KNOW, where through the eyes 
of youth, we explore, we discover, we measure the important people, ideas 
and events of our time. Now this is Theodore Granik bidding you goodbye. 


PRODUCED BY: THEODORE GRANIK 
Associate Producer: Jay B. Cutler 


Assistant to the Producer: Susan Gallagher 
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it as a really serious amendment. 

Mr. GOODELL. Mr. Chairman, will 
the gentleman yield? 

Mr. GIBBONS. No, I cannot yield any 
further of my time. I will turn back any 
time that I do not consume, 

As I started to say, My. DELLENBACK 
has gotten through talking about the 
opportunity crusade that we have been 
hearing about for 2 years, because the 
first thing he says is that, “Oh, no, this 
is not the opportunity crusade, we did 
a few things to it.” That was when my 
interest became aroused, and that is 
when I went up to look at the amend- 
ment, and it is really ridiculous. 

I would invite everyone of you to go up 
and look at it and see how ridiculous it is. 

Let us talk about what they are strik- 
ing out of this bill. That is the important 
part. They are striking out on page 154 
everything that was put into this bill in 
an open markup session not only on a 
bipartisan basis but on the basis of 
unanimous consent. - 

Y checked this out before I came here. 
This bill was marked up in open session. 
We may have had a little trouble get- 
ting a quorum, and you may have read 
or heard about that when we were mark- 
ing up the bill, but we came to this sec- 
tion of the bill in the general marking up 
in the Committee on Education and 
Labor, we put in this provision on page 
154 by unanimous consent. Not a soul 
objected to it. You do not hear all this 
said here on the floor now when they put 
this Scotch tape, Xerox, GPO amend- 
ment together while they are trying to 
think up some way of spending enough 
time to keep us here Wednesday and 
Thursday and Friday and Lord knows 
how long—that is how serious they are. 

I had hoped at this stage of the game 
that we could be united on the man- 
power programs for we have in the bill 
before us a provision on manpower that 
went into the bill by unanimous consent, 
It covers about 7, 8, 9, or 10 pages and 
it is all printed. 

Go up to the clerk’s desk and ask to 
read this ridiculous thing they put out. 
Now there is a way to legislate and there 
is a way not to legislate. One of the worst 
ways to legislate is to bring something 
in at the last minute that is pinned to- 
gether and typed out, part of it written 
out in long hand, and some of it 
scratched out, and then something 
written in in ink. If what I say is not 
true, you can go up there and look at it 
and then deny it, if it is not true. 

Mr. BROYHILL of Virginia. Mr. Chair- 
man, I move to strike out the requisite 
number of words. 

tr, GOODELL. Mr. Chairman, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. BROYHILL of Virginia. I yield to 
the gentleman. 

Mr. GOODELL. I just want to answer 
in one sentence the allegation just made. 
Everything in this amendment was in 
the opportunity crusade and was before 
our committee, We struck out one sec- 
tion, the military career centers section, 
and we added one section that was added 
in committee and we felt it was valid. 
There were no other changes, scotch tape 
or otherwise, 
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Mr. BROYHILL of Virginia, Mr. Chatr- 
man, last Wednesday, I discussed the use 
by many employees of the United Plan- 
ning Organization in Washington of 
their connection with OEO as a spring- 
board for promoting radicalism. 

If you catch a burglar on the scene, 
and he has a record of burglary, is carry- 
ing a burglar’s tool kit and a burglar’s 
loot in his pocket, he becomes a suspect. 
Not necessarily one that will wind up in 
jail, or, if he does, one who will stay 
there, but a suspect nonetheless. 

If you catch a man with blood on his 
hands and a dead body nearby, he is 
likely to be detained even under the cur- 
rent legal versions of arrest and confine- 
ment. : 

If you catch a known firebug at the 
scene of a conflagration, with a can of 
kerosene in his hands, the logical, but 
far too often not legal conclusion is that 
he is a likely candidate for a grand jury. 

As I pointed out last week, Mr. Chair- 
man, the Office of Economic Opportunity 
is loaded with people of questionable 
background and association who have 
been placed in positions of responsibility, 
and who are supposed to be training 
others to become useful and productive 
citizens, I stated at that time that I felt 
we are sowing the seeds of our own de- 
struction when we provide financing for 
large numbers of radicals who use their 
working hours and the people they are 
supposed to train, to plan ways of turn- 
ing their trainees against our Govern- 
ment and our way of life. 

I have been asked for more specific de- 
tails, Mr. Chairman, and I should like 
to name here a few of these public serv- 
ants and tell you something about them. 

Beginning at the top, a Mr. Hal Witt 
was Acting Executive Director of UPO 
from May until last month, and is now 
Deputy Director at $21,000 a year. 

Mr. Witt is the son of Nathan Witt, a 
member of the Communist Party, U.S.A. 
He is on the executive board of SANE—a 
regular sponsor of antiwar demonstra- 
tions. He is a frequent attendant, if not 
a member, of the Washington American 
Forum, successor to the Progressive 
Party here. He is on the Washington Area 
Committee To Abolish the House Un- 
American Activities Committee. His 
name is on the mailing list of the Fair 
Play for Cuba Committee. His police 
record reveals that when charged with 
disorderly conduct in 1960 he chose as his 
attorney, Joseph Forer, the leading at- 
torney for the Communist Party, de- 
scribed by a member of the National 
Committee of the Communist Party, 
U.S.A., as one of the most important 
Communists in the District of Columbia. 
According to information from FBI files, 
Mr. Witt has close and frequent associa- 
tion with many known Communist Party 
members as well as financial backers of 
the Communist Party. 

I do not say Mr, Witt is a Communist, 
Mr, Chairman. I do not know. I do know 
that a very real question as to his loyalty 
should prohibit his employment by a 
public agency. 

The Daily Worker, Jarzary 10, 1965, 
advertised a meeting in New York City 
to honor the 40th anniversary of the 
Communist publishing firm, Interna- 
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tional Publishers. Listed as a featured 
speaker was Marion Barry, now a $50-a- 
day consultant at UPO. Barry was head 
of SNCC’s New York office then, and 
moved to Washington in June 1965 to 
expand the SNCC office here. He had 
been arrested and convicted on various 
charges in Memphis and Knoxville, 
Tenn., and in Chicago. He became some- 
what infamous in the District last year 
by kicking a door of a paddy wagon 
while being arrested. He led a march on 
the Capitol under the label of ““Assembly 
of Unrepresented People,” protesting the 
Vietnam war; led a bus boycott protest- 
ing fare increases; mapped the “Free 
D.C. Movement,” boycotting merchants 
who refused to sign home rule petitions 
and contribute funds to home rule 
causes. 

One of Barry’s close SNCC associates 
is Rev. Channing Phillips, who heads the 
Housing Development Corp., recipient of 
around $294,000 in 1966 from UPO and 
$100,000 from HUD. He joined in the 
merchants boycott, cochaired the Coali- 
tion of Conscience, led a sleep-in at Bol- 
ling Air Force Base; chaired the Com- 
mittee for Community Action in Public 
Education, which sponsored the school 
boycott and paid much of the expenses 
of the Hobson against Hansen case which 
resulted in the resignation of Dr, Hansen 
from his. position as Superintendent of 
Schools in the District. 

We all know the antics of Hubert 
Geroid Brown, known as Rap Brown. He 
was a UPO employee from March 1965 
until June 1966, when he resigned to take 
the SNCC chairmanship from Stokely 
Carmichael. 

Also active in SNCC while at UPO were 
Alan and Margaret McSurely, who left 
here to go to Kentucky where they were 
charged with possessing seditious mate- 
rials, including Communist literature and 
films. While Alan McSurely was director 
of suburban programs for UPO, he, with 
two other UPO employees, William N, 
Hobbs and John Robinson, threatened 
the Arlington chief of police during a 
march sponsored by a group known as 
ACCESS in which they participated. 

Incidentally, Mr. Chairman, the gen- 
tleman from Illinois [Mr. MicuHe.] re- 
cently called to the attention of the 
House the fact that the same John 
Robinson was involved just last Tuesday 
in a violation of the Hatch Act, in pass- 
ine out partisan political literature and 
working at the polls on election day. 
Here, Mr. Chairman, is an example of 
the Government paying a man _ for 
partisan political activity. The taxpayers 
of the United States will not tolerate this 
use of our funds, 

Gaston Thomas Neil, a UPO worker 
in the Cardozo area, runs the New 
School of Afro Thought. He has spent 
time in St. Elizabeth’s Hospital after 
being found not guilty by reason of in- 
sanity on a number of narcotics charges. 
He now has other charges pending 
against him not yet resolved. M ean while, 
he and a companion bought two Russian- 
type carbines in Alexandria in August, 
for what purpose we can only guess, 

Ralph Fertig, former executive direc- 
tor of UPO Southeast Neighborhood 
House, helped with the school boycott, 
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Jie came to UPO from Chicago, leaving 
id unpaid judgments and a record 
ding protests against the Un-Ameri- 
ctivities Committee and advertise- 
urging ciemency for the 
nbergs. 

Dick Jones, a UPO community orga- 
nizer, Herbert Kelsey, a UPO housing 
coordinator, and Michael Searles, UPO 
housing adviser, are all SNCC members. 
Mrs. Willie Hardy, UPO Neighborhood 
council director, is in both SNCC and 
CORE. ; 

This list would not be complete with- 
out Ruby Evans, UPO girls’ service co- 
ordinator, who although not involved 
with the militants, urged her girls to 
refuse birth control information, telling 
them they should not be prevented from 
having illegitimate children if they want 
them. 

Finally, Rufus Mayfield, the young 
hoodlum who was there when a TV set 
went through a window; when the Red- 
skin band had to leave a ball game under 
police protection; when a fire broke out 
in a dime store; when trouble developed 
at the Coliseum and looting followed; 
when poverty warriors marched on the 
White House. In spite of a concerted 
effort of the Washington press to show 
his activities in a favorable light, he is 
constantly skirting the edge of trouble, 
and hundreds of 13- and 14-year-old 
boys acknowledge him as their leader. 

Mr. Chairman, one radical in these 
OEO-sponsored programs in a position 
to employ others can load a payroll with 
those who think and act as he does. 
This has happened in Washington, D.C., 
and may be happening all over the Na- 
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tion. The decent people of this Nation— 


and I mean the decent poor as well as 
those living in better circumstances— 
deserve better leadership than UPO is 
giving them. 

(Mr. BROYHILL of Virginia asked and 


was given permission to revise and ex- 
tend his remarks.) | 
Mr. WAG Mire naitmartand 


move to strike the requisite number of 
words. 

Mr. PERKINS. Mr. Chairman, will the 
gentleman. yield to me for a unanimous- 
consent request? 


Mr. WAGGONNER. I yield to the 


gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. PERKINS. I ask unanimous con- 
sent that all debate on this amendment 
and all amendments thereto close at 
2530; 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection 
to the request of the gentleman from 
Kentucky? 

Mr. DELLENBACK. Mr. Chairman, re- 
serving the right to object, may we first 
ascertain how many Members wish to 
speak on the amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Oregon has already spoken, so that would 
leave four or five Members. 

Mr. GOODELL. Mr. Chairman, reserv- 
ing the right to object, could you make 
it 2:35 so that there would be adequate 
opportunity for those standing? 

Mr. PERKINS. Mr. Chairman, I ask 
unanimous consent that all debate on 
this amendment and all amendments 
thereto close at 2:35. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky? 


Cod 


There was no objection. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Louisiana is recornized, 


certainly will not. utilize 5 minutes, be- 
cause I have only one question, and ‘this 
is a question I would like to ask of the 
author of the amcndment, the gentle- 
man from Oregon [Mr, DELLENBACK], 
if he would give me his aitention, please. 

I would like to ask this question of the 
gentleman from Oregon [Mr. Dreiten~ 
BpAcK], as author of this amendment: 
Does his amendment transfer adminis- 
trative authority of NYA from OKO to 
HEW ? 

Mr. DELLENBACK. It would take a 
portion of NYA and transfer it to HEWw, 
and it would take a portion thereof and 
transfer it to Labor. 

Mr. WAGGONNER. I thank the gen- 
tleman. 

Mr. ERLENBORN. Mr. Chairman, a 
parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 
state his parliamentary inquiry. 

Mr. ERLENBORN. I have noticed in 
the past, and again at this time, that 
when a unanimous consent request to 
limit debate has been made, Members 
who have already been recognized to 
debate the issue are again recognized 
under the unanimous-consent limitation. 
I wonder if this is in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. When the request 
was made, the Chair will state to the dis- 
tinguished gentleman from Illinois, the 
gentleman from Louisiana had already 
been recognized. 

Mr. ERLENBORN. I am not speaking 
of that, Mr. Chairman. The Chairman 
just announced that the gentleman from 
Kentucky, the chairman of the commit- 
tee, would be recognized again, though 
he has already debated on this amend- 
ment. I wonder if Members can be rec- 
ognized for a second time to debate the 
same amendment merely because a 
unanimous-consent request is made to 
limit time. } 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must say 
to the gentleman that when the unani- 
mous-consent request was made and 
agreed to it abrogated the 5-minute rule. 

Mr. GERALD R. FORD, Mr. Chairman, 
a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 
state his parliamentary inquiry. 


Mr. GERALD R. FORD. I should like ° 


to ask if the gentleman from Oregon is 
also on the list? The gentleman was 
standing at that time. 

The CHAIRMAN. Was the gentleman 
from Oregon standing at the time? 

Mr. GERALD R. FORD. The gentle- 
man from Oregon was standing. 

Mr. DELLENBACK. Yes, Mr. Chair- 
man, I was standing. 

The CHAIRMAN. Was the gentleman 
seeking recognition? , 

Mr. GERALD R. FORD. The gentle- 
man was seeking recognition. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s 
name will be added to the list of Mem- 
bers. : 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan [Mr. Ruprsr]. 

Mr. RUPPE: Mr. Chairman, I wish to 
commend the gentleman from Oregon, 
and I yield to my colleague. 

Mr. DELLENBACK. I thank the gen- 
tleman for yielding. 
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Mr. Chairman, may I say a few bricf 
things? There are many things I would 


‘like to say, if there were more time. 
Mr, WAGGONNER, Mr. Chairman, I ; 


The remarks the chairman of the com- 
mittee made earlier about the multipli- 
cation of industry money. were not cor- 
rect. One cannot go off on flights of 
fancy in this regard. 

Look at the difference between the 
formulas under the program put for- 
ward in the administration bill, and the 
Federal dollars involved—those are al- 
most all Federal dollars under the ad- 
ministration bill—and the formulas 
involved in our proposal. There is a very 
clear multiplication provided for in our 
proposal through the involvement of 
private enterprise money, and this will! 
make a significant difference as to how 
many dollars will get to the root causes 
of poverty. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gen- 
tleman from Michigan has expired. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan [Mr. Winuram D. Forp]. 

Mr. WILLIAM D. FORD. Mr. Chair- 
man, I am really surprised to see this 
amendment here. I rise to oppose it. 

Of all the programs carried on under 
the Economic Opportunity Act, which we 
have had an opportunity to examine dur- 
ing the past 3 years, the program 
which has had the most universal sup- 
port from both public and private ob- 
servers has been the program that would 
be taken apart by this amendment. 

The Neighborhood Youth Corps has in 
fact been a success not only in the big 
cities, but also in the suburbs, and in the 
rural parts of America. As a matter of 
fact, it has probably been one of the most 
effective rural training programs we 
have been able to develop. It has been 
the most rapidly developed program. 

Iam proud that in our State, althouch 
not in my district, in the city of Lansing, 
they had one of the very first programs 
in the country. It is looked upon as a 
model. Many people from around the 
country have journeyed to our State of 
Michigan to see that program, which 
does in fact function in connection with 
three major industries not only of that 
city but of our State. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gen- 
tleman from Michigan has expired. ; 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan [Mr. Riea.e]. ' 

Mr. RIEGLE. Mr. Chairman, I wouid 
like to pay tribute to the gentleman from 
Oregon for his creative work in trying to 
make something out of this program and 
to correct some of its obvious failings. 

I want to say I join him in support of 
this amendment and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair recog- 
nizes the gentleman from California [Mr. 
Don H. CLAvusen]. : 

(Mr. DON H. CLAUSEN asked and 
was given permission to revise and ex- 
tend his remarks.) 

Mr. DON H. CLAUSEN. Mr. Chair- 
man, I rise in support of the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Oregon 
[Mr. DrLLensBacK] regarding the pro- 
posed transfer of the Neighborhood 
Youth Corps. : 

In reality, the entire Neighborhood 
Youth Corps program fits into the exist- 
ing Governmental department structure 
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A STATEMENT ON CONDITIONS IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY OF RECOM = 
MENDATIONS BY JULIUS W. HOBSON, CHAIRMAN, WASHINGTON ACT. 
FOR PRESENTATION BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
AND LABOR OF THE U. S. CONGRESS. 


My name is Julius W. Hobson. I am chairman of the 
Washington chapter of ta eS Seen Ln ee ee sac ‘ WNG nae 
militants Ne welcome the privilege of appearing ore’ " pee 
this committee as representative of a small group of 
dedicated citizens who are determined to seek---and 
secure---urgently needed changes and, indeed, revolution, 


in’ the” District of Columbia Gublic school system. 
I y 


These concerned. citiz: ENACT: 5. 


authorized me to introduce the case against the D. C. 
Bane of Education and Superintendant of Schools, 

Carl F. Hansen. A great many hours of research and work 
volunteered by a handful of men and women lie behind 

the charges we will make. We are therefore heartened 
and hopeful to see this Congressional Committee 
investigating both our charges and the dismal record 


of the public schools in this capital city of the 


. 4 
world’s richest nation. 


i | 


Our charges and recommendations will, we hope, 
reinforce the efforts of this committee to meet with a 
critical national problem-~-our children’s education--=- 


! 


in whose solution lie our future strengths and richer 


tomorrows. 


Our charges are threefold: mismanagement, racial 
discrimination and a system of "programmed retardation." 
And now we would add a fourth: willingness without 
end to substitute words for action as one helpless 
Amelie child upon another ends his schooling untutored, +. 
unskidled, unprepared for the task of surviving, not to 
| 


mention thriving, in the complex world of the sixties. 


tt 


Endless dialogue and debate have led nowhere. The 
evidence is clear: The District of Columbia public 
schools have failed the vast majority of its students, 
consigning them to an economic, cultural and social junk 
heap.’ Their destinies lie buried in an avalanche of 
dxciises and statistics dating back to 1954 when the 
District schools purportedly were desegregated. 

Dr. Hansen and his boards have had 11 years in which to 
experiment. Let us examine their achievements as we 


present our position: . 
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1. Under Dr. Hansen's track system, the schools 
in irene period graduated almost 16,000 students--- 
and lost 18,000 as drop-outs. ‘This staggering 53 percent 
drop-out ratio is provided by the school statistician®s 
office. How many of these 18,000 young Americans 
disappeared into lives of delinquency and crime, a 
jungle world instead of the world of civilization which 


our schools were charged with teaching them? 
| 


4 


2. Last year, a mere fraction---six percent of 
high and three percent of junior high students--- 
shifted, tracks. This means that except in rare instances, 
the Washington child placed in the basic track at age 


sixiis doomed to remain there with every door to 
| 
6 eS 
educational, economic and cultural betterment slammed 


shutito him. 


Dr.. Hansen himself apparently now recognizes this 
vicious injustice to Ehotpans of innocent children: for 
recent newspaper stories report that in response to 
risimg community criticism of his policies he has now 
ordered intensive new testing of basic track students, 
huge ;numbers of whom never were tested at all but merely 


dumped into the basic track. 
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But no test can soften this cruel hoax: A six-year-old 
child picks up his first grade book with pictures and stories 
of white people, breakfasts of eggs and bacon, big houses, 
private rooms and small families. His breakfast was a candy 
bar, so how can he know of eggs and bacon? Yet the 
materials with which he is tested for track placement are 
designed for middle class eggs-and-bacon American children, 
as foreign to him surely as a foreign language. How can he 


possibly succeed? 


Is this system of "programme d retardation" our legacy 
to our children? Are we to make valid the haunting words 


in Thomas Grey's "Elegy" that 


a eee knowledge to their eyes her ample page, 
Rich with the spoils of time, did nefer unroll; 


Chill penury repressed their noble rage, 


& 
And froze the genial current of the soul." 
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3. Across America, city slums are largely Negro. 
Discrimination against the urban poor becomes synonymous 


with discrimination against Negroes. Yet, in the face of 


this recognized fact, articulated by authorities at every 


level right up to the White House, District school officials 
have designed a system that discriminates against the poor--- 
whether called "culturally deprived," "socially disadvantaged," 
or by any other label used to justify severing them from 


challenge and initiative and upward growth. 


This in and of itself exposes Dr. Hansen and his board 
to charges of racial discrimination. Add, then, the fact 
that almost nine out of every ten students in District 
schools are Negroes. One can only marvel at Dr. Hansen‘s 
anguished protestations and denials of racial discrimination 
in the face of the following facts: 

a. School officials have systematically spent more 
money per pupil ip affluent, predominantly white neigh- 
borhoods than in poor, predominantly Negro neighborhoods. 
Accompanying statistics abundantly support this but one 
has only to visit the schools to observe it. Why, 


Mr. aie Why? _  @ 
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b. Dr. Hansen has excluded Negroes from every 
curriculum and policy-making position. All eight of the 
present deputy superintendants who decide such policy 
are white. Negro representation at this level once 
fared much better---under a segregated system. Ina 


school system nearly 90 percent Negro, how does he 


justify this giant step backward? 

ce School officials systematically assign the 
great majority of temporary, less qualified (by their 
own standards and definition) teachers to slum--- 
therefore Negro---neighborhoods. 

d. School officials use a track system that 
freezes the overwhelming majority of low income area 
students---and therefore Negroes---into the two tracks 
that automatically disqualify them for college, and 


often for a high school ous 
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4, The school administration has never authorized an 
impartial, outside financial audit of its Books even in 
the face of mounting public criticism. This strikes us as 
irresponsible and careless use of public trust and an 
arrogant self-exemption from a customary---and expected--- 


sound business practice. 
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5. Reports such as the Lorton Studies indicate that 
District school policy contributes heavily to unorganized 


social protest---commonly called crime---in this city. 


Mr. Chairman, the picture we present to you is not 
pretty. It is a depressing tale of gross neglect and 
official timidity, of this community's neediest children 
belngeiocked into a world of stunted hopes and limited 
horizons. It is a picture of local inertia and ineffective- 
ness at a time of bold national effort to erase poverty and 


racial discrimination. 


We charge Dr. Hansen and his board with designing a 
cunning and ingenious system of discrimination based on a 
new kind of supremacy~ theory: cultural superiority. This 
new barrier, thrown up as segregation came down, is as 
crippling to the poor Negro slum child as was the old---~ 


if not more so, according to our evidence. 


We charge that this new supremacy theory is as 
discriminatory as the racial one, prejudging a child’s 
potential and predetermining a course of study for him 
knowingly inadequate to that necessary for successful adult 


citizenship. 
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We charge this new theory with undermining the slum 
child's self-respect, as devastating to his image of himself 
as southern racism is to the Negro baby's in my home town of 
Birmingham, Alabama. And we believe the teachers of the 
condemned child in a D. C. basic track lower their expecta-~ 
tions for him and thus do not demand that he raise his 


own sights. 


We are angry, Mr. Chairman. Our assertions are harsh 
but not nearly so harsh as the life to which our schools 


have committed thousands of Washington children. 


Therefore, we recommend the following: 


1. That Congress enact legislation to abolish the 
track system once and for all and bury it so it can no 


longer bury our children. 


2. The initiation of a new educational System that 
rejects all supremacy theories---racial, cultural, and 
socio-economic. Such a system must inherently recognize, 
uncover and develop the highest potential of each child. 

And, as its first order of business, such a system must »:hold 
and respond to the basic worth and humanity of every ch 


that enters its portals. 
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3. That a uniform curriculum be adopted throughout 
the D. C. schools and that students be tested and rated 
on the basis of classroom lessons and assignments with 


uniform materials provided by the schools. 


4, That ability grouping within a class be viewed as 
several trains traveling at different speeds toward the 
same destination. Passengers may freely change trains, 
enjoy a full range of interests, with no limit to choice 


of subjects, no ceiling on upward mobility. 


This sharply contrasts with the track system, whose 
trains head toward four different fixed destinations, 
their passengers unable to switch trains, unable even to 


choose their own destination. 


5. That the school administration be required to 
spend school funds equally, providing teachers, books and 
materials without regard to race or economic level of 


neighborhood. 
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Past abuses and injustices may require drastic correction. 
There can be no justification, for example, for a bare or 
non-existant library in a slum school whose students see 
no*books at home either, when across town a richly stocked 
school library greets the wealthy child who has grown up 


with books in his own home. 


The correction of these and other injustices is the 
task of the school superintendant and his board. Within 
the framework of whatever funds and resources they have, let 
them distribute them fairly and equally. Theymight be 
surprised to look back and find a community behind then, 


then, when they make their demand for more funds. 


6. That policy and curriculum making positions, at 
present all held by whites, should accurately reflect and 
represent the school community which is 90 percent Negro. 
In no other way can the interests of Negro children be 


fairly protected at the all-important policy level. 
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And, Mr. Chairman, it seems hardly necessary to point 
out that such an all-white group deciding the fate of Negro 
children is paternalistic, educational colonialism pure and 
simple and at its worst. Dr. Hansen knows full well this 
city abounds with able and qualified Negro men and women 


who could fill those posts. 


7, That future appointments to the poard of education 


should reflect the will and broad makeup of this community. 


8, That Dr. Hansen be directed to initiate an immediate 
audit of school financial records, with such audits required 


annually. And, 


9, That the District Board of Commissioners secure 
the resignation of Dr. Carl F. Hansen, architect of the 
track system, originator of “programmed retardation," under 
whose administration thousands of our children have been 


lost to lives of unskilled uselessness and hopeless despair. 
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Mr. Chairman, every six-year-old boy or girl who walks 
through the door into the first grade of his neighborhood 
school is one more chance, one more hope for our society 


to grow great. 


If he comes from poverty and deprivation, then that 


door may be‘his---and our---only chance. 


But be he white er blaek, rieh er peor, gifted or average, 
that little American is entitled to a school experience that 
will enrich his life. His origins of poverty or an alien 
culture alter this right not one iota. That school doorway 
should be for him a gateway to hopes unfettered and horizons 


limited only by inherent true capacities. 


In this city, that doorway has been for better than 
one out of two children a gateway to prejudiced, predetermined 
failure. Such abysmal neglect can find no excuse in this 


capital of American wealth and power. 
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The official cry for more funds will always be with us. 
Those in charge will always hide their incompetence behind 
laments about insufficient funds. But the course of history 
is too well marked with men and women who soared past such 


obstacles in their quest to achieve. 


And the history of education is too well marked with 
the success of dedicated teachers who decided they could 


teach their charges under any conditions. 


I submit that even with their present resources 
D. Ce. schools can prepare their pupils for living. Certainly 
their successes should equal those achieved under the abandoned 


segregated system. 


But such success will be possible only with a renewed 
dedication and determination among Washington teachers, and 
most important of all, a revitalized, positive and drastixally 
new administrative leadership which refuses to speak the 


language of failure. 
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For then, and only then, in schools that no longer 
lower a ceiling over a child but build a floor under hin, 
then perhaps we can answer the poet, Edwin Markham, in his 


"Man With The Hoe": 


"How will you ever straighten up this shape; 
Touch it again with immortality; 

Give back the upward looking and the light; 
Rebuild in it the music and the dream; 

Make right the immemorial infamies, 


Perfidious wrongs, immedicable woes?" 


Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


A STATEMENT ON CONDITIONS IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY OF RECOM- 
MENDATIONS BY JULIUS W. HOBSON, CHAIRMAN, WASHINGTON ACT. 
FOR PRESENTATION BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
AND LABOR OF THE U. S. CONGRESS. 


My name is Julius W. Hobson. I am chairman of the 
Washington chapter of ACT---the organization of the 
militants. I welcome the privilege of appearing before 
this committee as representative of a small group of 
dedicated citizens who are determined to seek---and 
secure---urgently needed changes and, indeed, revolution, 


in the District of Columbia public school system. 


These concerned citizens, under the umbrella of 
the League for Universal Justice and Goodwill, have 
authorized me to introduce the case against the D. C. 
Board of Education and Superintendant of Schools, 
Carl F., Hansen. A great many hours of research and work 
volunteered by a handful of men and women lie behind 
the charges we will make. We are therefore heartened 
and hopeful to see this Congressional Committee 
investigating both our charges and the dismal record 
of the public schools in this capital city of the 


world’s’ richést nation: 
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Our charges and recommendations will, we hope, 
reinforce the efforts of this committee to meet with a 
critical national problem---our children*s education--- 
in whose solution lie our future strengths and richer 


tomorrows. 


Our charges are threefold: mismanagement, racial 
discrimination and a system of "programmed retardation." 
And now we would add a fourth: willingness without 
end to substitute words for action as one helpless 
American child upon another ends his schooling untutored, 
unskilled, unprepared for the task of surviving, not to 


mention thriving, in the complex world of the sixties. 


Endless dialogue and debate have led nowhere. The 
evidence is clear: The District of Columbia public 
schools have failed the vast majority of its students, 
consigning them to an economic, cultural and social junk 
heap. Their destinies lie buried in an avalanche of 
excuses and statistics dating back to 1954 when the 
District schools purportedly were desegregated. 

Dr. Hansen and his boards have had 11 years in which to 
experiment. Let us examine their achievements as we 


present our position: 
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1. Under Dr. Hansen’*s track system, the schools 
in a five-year period graduated almost 16,000 students--- 
and lost 18,000 as drop-outs. This staggering 53 percent 
drop-out ratio is provided by the school statistician*s 
office. How many of these 18,000 young Americans 
disappeared into lives of delinquency and crime, a 
jungle world instead of the world of civilization which 


our schools were charged with teaching them? 


2. Last year, a mere fraction---six percent of 
high and three percent of junior high students--- 
shifted tracks. This means that except in rare instances, 
the Washington child placed in the basic track at age 
six is doomed to remain there with every door to 
educational, economic and cultural betterment slammed 


shut to him. 


Dr. Hansen himself apparently now recognizes this 
vicious injustice to thousands of innocent children: for 
recent newspaper stories report that in response to 
rising community criticism of his policies he has now 
ordered intensive new testing of basic track students, 
huge numbers of whom never were tested at all but merely 


dumped into the basic track. 
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But no test can soften this cruel hoax: A six-year-old 
child picks up his first grade book with pictures and stories 
of white people, breakfasts of eggs and bacon, big houses, 
private rooms and small families. His breakfast was a candy 
bar, so how can he know of eggs and baconcs  Yenscne 
materials with which he is tested for track placement are 
designed for middle class eggs-and-bacon American children, 
as foreign to him surely as a foreign language. How can he 


possibly succeed? 


Is this system of "programmed retardation" our legacy 
to our children? Are we to make valid the haunting words 


in Thomas Grey*s "Elegy" that 


» .knowledge to their eyes her ample page, 
Rich with the spoils of time, did ne‘er unroll; 
Chill penury repressed their noble rage, 


And froze the genial current of the soul." 
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3. Across America, city slums are largely Negro. 
Discrimination against the urban poor becomes synonymous 
with discrimination against Negroes. Yet, in the face of 
this recognized fact, articulated by authorities at every 
level right up to the White House, District school officials 
have designed a system that discriminates against the poor--- 
whether called "culturally deprived," “socially disadvantaged," 
or by any other label used to justify severing them from 


challenge and initiative and upward growth. 


This in and of itself exposes Dr. Hansen and his board 
to charges of racial discrimination. Add, then, the fact 
that almost nine out of every ten students in District 
schools are Negroes. One can only marvel at Dr. Hansen‘’s 
anguished protestations and denials of racial discrimination 
in the face of the following facts: 

a. School officials have systematically spent more 
money per pupil in affluent, predominantly white neigh- 
borhoods than in poor, predominantly Negro neighborhoods. 
Accompanying statistics abundantly support this but one 
has only to visit the schools to observe it. Why, 


Mr. Chairman, Why? 
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b. Dr. Hansen has excluded Negroes from every 
curriculum and policy-making position. All eight of the 
present deputy superintendants who decide such policy 
are white. Negro representation at this level once 
fared much better---under a segregated system. Ina 
school system nearly 90 percent Negro, how does he 
justify this giant step backward? 

ce School officials systematically assign the 
great majority of temporary, less qualified (by their 
own standards and definition) teachers to slum--- 
therefore Negro---neighborhoods. 

d. School officials use a track system that 
freezes the overwhelming majority of low income area 
students---and therefore Negroes---into the two tracks 
that automatically disqualify them for college, and 


often for a high school diploma. 


4. The school administration has never authorized an 
impartial, outside financial audit of its books even in 
the face of mounting public criticism. This strikes us as 
irresponsible and careless use of public trust and an 
arrogant self-exemption from a customary---and expected--- 


sound business practice. 
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5. Reports such as the Lorton Studies indicate that 
District school policy contributes heavily to unor ganized 


social protest---commonly called crime---in this city. 


Mr. Chairman, the picture we present to you is not 
pretty. It is a depressing tale of gross neglect and 
official timidity, of this community's neediest children 
being locked into a world of stunted hopes and limited 
horizons. It is a picture of local inertia and ineffective- 
ness at a time of bold national effort to erase poverty and 


racial discrimination. 


We charge Dr. Hansen and his board with designing a 
cunning and ingenious system of discrimination based on a 
new kind of supremacy theory: cultural superiority. This 
new barrier, thrown up as segregation came down, is as 
crippling to the poor Negro slum child as was the old--- 


if not more so, according to our evidence. 


We charge that this new supremacy theory is as 
discriminatory as the racial one, prejudging a child's 
potential and predetermining a course of study for him 
knowingly inadequate to that necessary for successful adult 


citizenship. 
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We charge this new theory with undermining the slum 
child*s self-respect, as devastating to his image of himself 
as southern racism is to the Negro baby*s in my home town of 
Birmingham, Alabama. And we believe the teachers of the 
condemned child in a D. C. basic track lower their expecta- 
tions for him and thus do not demand that he raise his 


own sights. 


We are angry, Mr. Chairman. Our assertions are harsh 
but not nearly so harsh as the life to which our schools 


have committed thousands of Washington children. 


Therefore, we recommend the following: 


1. That Congress enact legislation to abolish the 
track system once and for all and bury it so it can no 


longer bury our children. 


2. The initiation of a new educational system that 
rejects all supremacy theories---racial, cultural, and 
socio-economic. Such a system must inherently recognize, 
uncover and develop the highest potential of each child. 

And, as its first order of business, such a system must behold 
and respond to the basic worth and humanity of every child 


that enters its portals. 


sa ae ce 4 sie i Aa oa angi ey cared oneeaiine: « 
eo ee | as do rasa al ‘vot tot saten nell cnwilgew36 
: i, , Saie ‘thant abwal oea?’ Sigad:<0 40 pil Sia: ata 500 


. 
os vars 
: ’ > ‘ , 
seat nid o@ist od Andd bigot) Jon ob tydd arte OI? 102 anols 
: Jt SA | oy. ro ene weiipke- ayo 
j a P af 
‘faged. ote enoistapes 140 .oageisd) mM .ytyne 91,9) 
“ak .  gkootae tun ifoiitujed 53?I afd eg sleted ob viaagd gon dud, 
’ iM r ; ’ 
Homiitds nospatiga to BD ace DOP eD See neO2 oven 
7. ) . | 
eae <=. > rynivollo? sit basidioos? sw 4o1039 797 
SS ae 
: . 


ei$ eifods vt moiacleinal doams, aesagnod tani .t 
60 aS 42 O25 Vind ine Tin 262 bus sono moseya AdBIs 


siethitdo ao sad soynnol 


Sed moseye Penoitnouho wos a. 20 noidaising asl “S 


piers. tnjoot+-=sa2vabMiygoamesque Lis efoolss 
ony Ges ont pice, . paar shal we Mont dah Zin itech, © 


: | | : 
hae 5 r Y yur 3% hae advoony ; 
” on Pa - oe > » | 
r oy : 9 : teb sb 4 i ta - + a 28 : > ap 
of ) 7 
aware ail, | 
ie | 7 : ; | t ; 


— ie 


3. That a uniform curriculum be adopted throughout 
the D. C. schools and that students be tested and rated 
on the basis of classroom lessons and assignments with 


uniform materials provided by the schools. 


4, That ability grouping within a class be viewed as 
several trains traveling at different speeds toward the 
same destination. Passengers may freely change trains, 
enjoy a full range of interests, with no limit to choice 


of subjects, no ceiling on upward mobility. 


This sharply contrasts with the track system, whose 
trains head toward four different fixed destinations, 
their passengers unable to switch trains, unable even to 


choose their own destination. 


5, That the school administration be required to 
spend school funds equally, providing teachers, books and 
materials without regard to race or economic level of 


neighborhood. 
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Past abuses and injustices may require drastic correction. 
There can be no justification, for example, for a bare or 
non-existant library in a slum school whose students see 
no-books at home either, when across town a richly stocked 
school library greets the wealthy child who has grown up 


with books in his own home. 


The correction of these and other injustices is the 
task of the school superintendant and his board. Within 
the framework of whatever funds and resources they have, let 
them distribute them fairly and equally. Theymight be 
surprised to look back and find a community behind them, 


then, when they make their demand for more funds. 


6. That policy and curriculum making positions, at 


present all held-by whites, should accurately reflect and 


ae 


represent the school community which is 90 percent Negro. 
In no other way can the interests of Negro children be 


fairly protected at the all-important policy level. 
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And, Mr. Chairman, it seems hardly necessary to point 
out that such an all-white group deciding the fate of Negro 
children is paternalistic, educational colonialism pure and 
simple and at its worst. Dr. Hansen knows full well this 
city abounds with able and qualified Negro men and women 


who could fill those posts. 


7. That future appointments to the board of education 


should reflect the will and broad makeup of this community. 


8. That Dr. Hansen be directed to initiate an immediate 
audit o£ school financial records, with such audits required 


annually. And, 


9, That the District Board of Commissioners secure 
the resignation of Dr. Carl F. Hansen, architect of the 
track system, originator of "programmed retardation," under 
whose administration thousands of our children have been 


lost to lives of unskilled uselessness and hopeless despair. 
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Mr. Chairman, every six-year-old boy or girl who walks 
through the door into the first grade of his neighborhood 
school is one more chance, one more hope for our society 


to grow great. 


If he comes from poverty and deprivation, then that 


door may be his---and our---only chance. 


But be he white or black, rich or poor, gifted or average, 
that little American is entitled to a school experience that 
will enrich his life. His origins of poverty or an alien 
culture alter this right not one iota. That school doorway 
should be for him a gateway to hopes unfettered and horizons 


limited only by inherent true capacities. 


In this city, that doorway has been for better than 
one out of two children a gateway to prejudiced, predetermined 
failure. Such abysmal neglect can find no excuse in this 


capital of American wealth and power. 
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The official cry for more funds will always be with us. 
Those in charge will always hide their incompetence behind 
laments about insufficient funds. But the course of history 
is too well marked with men and women who soared past such 


obstacles in their quest to achieve. 


And the history of education is too well marked with 
the success of dedicated teachers who decided they could 


teach their charges under any conditions. 


IT submit that even with their present resources 
D. C. schools can prepare their pupils for living. Certainly 
their successes should equal those achieved under the abandoned 


segregated system. 


But such success will be possible only with a renewed 
dedication and determination among Washington teachers, and 
most important of all, a revitalized, positive and drastie«ally 
new administrative leadership which refuses to speak the 


language of failure. 
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For then, and only then, in schools that no longer 
lower a ceiling over a child but build a floor under hin, 


then perhaps we can answer the poet, Edwin Markham, in his 


‘Man With The Hoe": 


"How will you ever straighten up this shape; 
Touch it again with immortality; 

Give back the upward looking and the light; 
Rebuild in it the music and the dream; 

Make right the immemorial infamies, 


Perfidious wrongs, immedicable woes?" 


Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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